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Madera County Health Advisory - September 2025

Immunization Guidance for Healthcare Personnel (HCP)

Healthcare personnel (HCP) should be immune to vaccine-preventable diseases both to
protect themselves and to prevent transmission of infections to patients, staff, and
visitors. For this advisory, HCP includes students, trainees, volunteers, and employees
in health care settings.

Immunization Recommendations

The Federal Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) issues
recommendations for vaccines in the United States. For healthcare personnel, ACIP
guidance is summarized in the Summary of Healthcare Personnel Vaccination
Recommendations (Immunize.org).

Immunization Requirements

« There are currently no federal, state laws or county orders requiring HCP to
be vaccinated.

o However, healthcare employers may set immunization requirements for their
workforce as a condition of employment.

California Occupational Health Immunization Standards

Under Cal/lOSHA standards, healthcare employers must make certain vaccines available
to employees who are susceptible (non-immune) and at risk of occupational exposure:

o Aerosol Transmissible Diseases (ATD) Standard: Employers must offer
specific vaccines at no cost. Employees may decline, but they must sign a
declination form.
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« Bloodborne Pathogen (BBP) Standard: Employers must offer hepatitis B

vaccine to employees at risk of exposure. Declination must also be documented
in writing.

Vaccines Employers Must Offer (at no cost to non-immune HCP)

e Hepatitis B vaccine

e Influenza vaccine*®

e Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR) vaccine

o Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Acellular Pertussis (Tdap) vaccine

« Varicella (chickenpox) vaccine (Note: zoster vaccine is not included)

* California Health and Safety Code Section 1288.7 requires all general
acute care hospitals to:

« Annually offer onsite influenza vaccine at no cost to employees.

« Require staff to be vaccinated OR sign a written declination if they choose not to
receive the vaccine.

Categories of Health Alert Messages:

Health Alert: Conveys the highest level of importance; warrants immediate action or attention

Health Advisory: Provides important information for a specific incident or situation; may not require immediate action
Health Update: Provides updated information regarding an incident or situation; unlikely to require immediate action
Health Information: Provides general health information which is not considered to be of emergent nature
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